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Birth In Buchau Germanin 1843
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1 Berrhard is listed ashild # 5Berrhard was named in honor of his deceased grandfather. This
was according to Jewish naming customs$S NJ KdirtN&af@:March 1, 1843.
f . SNJ¥ KI NR Quiius birtBlaiekK[%N2D, 1834. Hmmigratedto America in 185.

Birth RegisteGource Information:

LANDESARCHIV BADEN-WURTTEMBERG

Abt. Hauptstaatsarchiv Stuttgart J 386 Bu 39 Bild 88
Permalink: http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=1-439979-88
http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/nutzungsbedingungen



Bernhard Moos-
(1762-1837)
Magdalena (Madie) Kohn
(1765-1814)
Married 6 Feb 1789

Joseph Jacob Moos
(1798-1862)

Minna (Wilhelmine) Maendle-
(1801-1888)
Married 5 Sep 1826-

Bernhard Moos
(1843-1895)

Bernhard Moos lived his first nineteen years in Buchau, a town in souttiemberg. He was Jewish.
Most of the625 Jewsn Buchaun 1843 were shopkeepers and tradesmé&hey wergart of one or more
large extended families: Moos, Wallersteiner, Rieser, and Eir(#teiiamily of Albert EinsteinThe
Buchau syagogue was famous for its unique church bell in the Protestyé steeple. The bell, which
called the Jews to prayamas a gift from the king aVurttembergin 1839. The story was told that when
the Jews had to decide whether to accept the king's gift, they concluded that the king would-not un

derstand their refusal, but God would understand their acceptance

Bernhardtrained as a bookkeepén Buchau.

In 1862 he immigrated to Chicago where his brother, Julius, had settled in 1854.



Early Years iChicago

As a new immigrant in 185 Bernhard worked as a bookkeeper for the banking house of Lazarus
Silverman irChicagoHe then joinedis brotherJulius who hadpened a small cigar, tobacco, and snuff
shop in the basement of Metropolitan Héiotel)in 1856. Even during the brothers' first years in
business, R.G. Dun & Co. representatives reported that they vady good stand, paid promptly, and

were "good for small amounts.™

Moos

—— Bernhard, tobacco and cigars, Metro-
politan Hotel, r. 126 Wells.

Chicago City Directory, 1865.

S——————

Bernhard Moos. Probably his engagement or wedding photo, ca. 1866.



HisWife: Carrie BerlizheimeThey married in 1868 Chicago

BornKarolne Berlizheimein 1842 inMUhringen, GermanyPhoto ca. 1866.
Shelmmigrated to America in 1857 with her brothers, sister, and widowed mother.

For more information about her life: Emily C. Ré&artraits of Our Past, Jews of the German

Countryside2001.

Moos Bernhard, 1S3 Randolph

Chicago City Directory, 1867



Berrharda 2 2 defted about the Great Chicago Fire of 1871
Chicago, October 24, 1871.
Beloved Mother and Dear Sister and Brother:

Schiller in his Song of the Bell tells us ,

a! tFaz oA URovidehée YAIKIOG 27T
We can make no pacts, A

C2NJ OFflYAU&é NMHzZKSa 2y odé

Were |, dear ones, to report correctly our present position | would advise you to read the song
of Schiller, especially that part where he treats of fire; then indeed you would understand. He dounte
the heads of his dear ones and sees not a precious one is missing. First of all, | can today assure you that
his last line thoroughly fits our case. Thank God not one is missing and, considering conditions, all are in
good health.

It is now the first quet moment permitted me to write you since that terrible October 9th, and
at the same time to take fresh breath and ease this burden of care and worry.

To begin, | must remark that here in this western country since the end of July a terrible drought
prevaied of such severity that since the end of September, the forest and prairies hereabouts, especially
in Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, for thousands of miles have been devastated by fire, everything
in its path destroyed, men, cattle, farms, millslages, even towns.

On the 5th of October at noon, a general fire alarm was sounded, and soon the news spread
that one of the largest warehouses on the South Side was afire; nevertheless the fire was brought under
control by 5:00 p.m. Quiet prevailed unBhturday night at 9:00 when again the general alarm sounded.
This time there was a large fire on the West Side that raged until morning.

hy GKAa {dzyRlIe S@SyAy3das GKS yiK 2F hOi20SNE Wad
and sisters were at mydme. We were discussing the fire and many other things. There were jokes and
f I dZAKGSN) dzyGAf GKSe fSFG | 62dzi doYnnI 6KSYy Yé 6ATFS
shortly after 1:00 a.m. Monday, and we found heaven and earth afire. Owingtprtvailing dryness
and southwest hurricane, the fire had an easy victory over all efforts of firemen and others. Like an army
column in close formation, it marched forward with almost electrical rapidity. When we were aroused 3
hours after it started, tk fire had already destroyed about 30 acres of buildings on the West Side.

Driven by the high wind, it left that side, crossed the river, and was now raging in the greater part of the
beautiful South Side, mocking all efforts of man and water.

Leaving my duse with my brothetin-law, we rushed over to the South Side where my business
was located to see whether anything could be saved. Arriving, we found all adjoining buildings in flames.
| could do nothing but take what little money there was in my safetaurdy with all speed to save my
life.

When | returned to my house, | found that my dear wife had had the presence of mind to pack
and send the children and the maid to her sister who lived farther north and then had packed our most
important possessiong.he fire was now raging behind us, having crossed the river at 3:00 p.m., burning



the bridges between the North and the South Sides. By this time the fire had already destroyed the
water works, thus increasing the horrors. With great effort | found anedh& wagon team to move our
possessions tomy sistarf  § Qa K2 dza S o

We turned our backs to the flames that rushed after us. With the wind, a hurricane of dust and
smoke, almost blinding us, we left Chicago with a hundred thousand others, fleeing fartbetapen
LIN}F ANARS® !'G o2dzi nYnn LIOY®E ONB{SY Ay aLANRG FYyR
mindful of the words of Moses,

G2 K2 Aa Yy GKIFIG @2dzNJ 6K2dAKGAa FNBE 2F KAYK

9 NI KQa a2y UGKFIG @2dz t221 dalRy KAY®Q

Now my loved ones, about ng as briefly as possible. What | had possessed has been
destroyed, and my hopes blasted. My loss was not less than from $12,000 to $15,000. Though | carried
$10,000 in insurance, nearly all companies are bankrupt so that | can expect little, or mewtlgorr
nothing from that source.

Julius, as well as myself, has each found a place to start a business. The great pains we had
always taken to keep our credit good have now borne good fruit. In New York and elsewhere, we are
offered as much, and even mormggods than we can use.

Chicago will arise again out of her ashes, and though the marble is still hot, building is going on
in every quarter. Stronger, more beautiful than before, Chicago will grow greater than ever.

With hearty greetings and kisses, y@ifectionate son and brother,

Bernhard

My dear Ones,

Agreeing with every word of the above, | further wish to assure you that the children and | are well.
Your loving,

Carrie

Bernharda 2 2 &@eato his mother Willhelmine Moos (born Mandle)Buchau. English translation from the
handwritten German original by his son Joseph.



Naturalization Hewas naturalized as an American citizen in 1879.

of. Mhasal AED. ; that T am o NATURALIZED AND LOYAL GITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES,
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

oty of..Chvcage.. )
q . WMM& %f‘-ﬂ/‘ wee s do wwear that I was born
in W " Wﬂ(f/ v on or about the........ A

... day

and about o travel abroad; and further, that I am the 1dentical Porson described in the Certificate
OF Naturaliuntion Aeretwith Presontod ...............oomsvecoomeeeoeomeseossyroeesoeseesessessesseesseseesnss

N\

Sworn to before me, tMl.......é:...day

Notary Publie,

Description ofm 77

Age: \; 2. years

Stature: . (/ feet, J inohes, Kng.

Forehead: [}0 peille
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1, M PO y do solemnly swear that I wi support,

proteot, and defend the Conatitution and Government of the United States gainst all enemies, whoth
domeatio or foreign; and that I will bear true faith, allegioncs, and loyalty to the same, uny ordinance,
resolution, or law of any State, Convention, or Layislature to the contrary notwithstanding; and further,
that I do this with a full determination, Dlodge, and purpose, without any mental ressrvation or evus.on
whatsoever; and further, that I will well and faithfully perform all the dutiss which may be required of
me by law. So help me God.

0 % 3 1u7

usband, wifo, minor children, nnd sgrfants expoct to travel together, & single passport for the whole will sufice,
other person in the party n separate pussport will be required,




J & B Moos Cigar Store

Retail and Wholesale Business. Established by brother, (18i841921), in the Metropolitan Hotel
locatedat the corner of Randolph and Wells streets

J & B Moos. 95 Randolph Streé&stablished 1856.



Moos Bernhard (J. & B. Moos) 95 Randolph and 127
Adams, h. 233 Ontario

Moos Jullus (J. & B. Moos) 95 Randolph and 137
Adams h, 117S. Franklin

Moos J. & B. (Julius and Bernhard Moos)cigars and
tobacco 95 Randolph and 127 Adams

Chicago City Directary887.

Moos Julius (J. & B. Moos) 95 Randolph, bds. 111
Franklin

Moos J. & B. (Julius and Bernhard Moos) cigars 95
Randolph _

Chicago City Directar{889



Wd g . Whoke&k Bulidess

As well as owning a cigar and tobacco store, BernaatlJulius wergvholesales (distributors
or jobbers.

J. & B. Moos is listed as a Jobber infthath column.Chicago Daily Tribupn&lovember, 19, 1892. There Similar
advertisements listing J. & B. Moos: November 26, 1892 and December 17, 1892.



